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Visit us on the web at
www.evanstonroundtable.com
Tina and
Dan
Garrison
distributed
fliers to
keep the
City in the
Civic
Center.
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Happy Earth Month: See the Green
pages, 4-5, and the Earth Month page,
22, for green news and events around
Evanston.

~
~

I.wo- Victories
for Local-Food Advocates
-

'

Local Farm Space;
State
Bill
-

on the farm and in the state. The
said Ms. Hamos.
Evanston Food Policy Council joined
Debbie Hillman, one of the founders
forces with farmers across the state
. of the Evanston Food Policy Council
and State Representative Julie Hamos said, "As a professional gardener, I
to pass House Bill 1300, the Food,
became a part of this group because I
Farms, and Jobs.Act of2007.
was concerned about organic and local
If approved by the Senate and signed
food availability in Evanston. Through
by Governor Rod Blagojevich,the bill
working with farmers across the state, I
will assemble a new IllinoisLocal and
have come to learn that over' 90 percent
OrganicFood and Farm Task Force,
of food consumed in Illinois is grown
composed of diverseIllinois constituen- .outside of the state. This legislation is
cies, to create a state plan for growing
an opportunity to keep those food dolmore food locally,exporting fewer
laJ:sin Illinois, using them to revitalize
. food dollars to other states and abroad,
decaying rural communities, and proresponding to the "food deserts" in
vide locally grown organic food across
the 'state."
blighted neighborhoodswithout supermarkets, and appealingto new markets
Ms. Hillman and the Evanston Food
interestedin organicfoods.
Policy Council met with Rep. Hamos last
The task;force will work on develfall to talk with her about sponsoring state
opment of an in-stafe food system for
legislation to encourage the production of
the production, processing, storage,
locally grown and organic fQod.
distribution,
sale
and
preparation
of
Accepting Rep. Hamos' challenge for
.
.
local
and
organic
foods.
The
task
force
the
group to build a statewide coalition,
Debbie Hillman of Evanston's Food Policy
the Food Policy Council built relationCouncil recently traversed the MWRD I~nd will also pinpoint bottlenecks hindering
the development of an Illinois-based
ships with groups across the state,
that.could be leased for the Talking Farm,
local and organic food system, making
includil,1ghog farmers, grain farmers and
the farm that has something to say. The
local food producers.
land is located behind the Vineyard Chris- recommendations for new policies and
funding by 2009.
tian Fellowship on Howard Street.
According to a statement from Rep.
"The history of this legislation is a
Hamos, "Every time [I] charged them
A bill recently approved by the Ilperfect example of how a few likewith a new task, they came back with
linois House of Representatives would
minded people can work together to
Please see page 5
like to keep produce and workers down
make an impact and change the world,"
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more people from all over the state,
. increasingly well-versed in the topic, with
more ideas and questions.
Throughthis process a small group of
Evanstoniansconcernedabout locallygrown
and qrganicproducehave become leadersin
a statewidecoalition,draftingand now advocatingfor,innovativestate legislation."
Ms. Hillman said: "Rep. Hamos
has been very quick to understand that
anyone who eats is part of the food and
agriculture system, and she understood
that red~veloping a food and farming
economy in Illinois is a natural, easy way
to bring prosperity back to rural towns as
well as providing the freshest, most nutritious food to all Illinois consumers.
"Wein the EvanstonFood PolicyCouncil
havereallyenjoyedwatchingJuliereceivethe

Committee
Recommends
For Talking Farm
By Bill Smith

I

THE GREEM PAGE"
admiration and acknowledgment trom fanners and others around the state as we have
brought these individuals and groups to meet
with her and talk to her about these issues."

The Evanston Food Policy Council
began in August of 2005 as one of eight
organizations spawned by Network for
Evanston's Future, a group of Evanstonians
interested in different aspects of sustainability and social justice. The Food Policy
. Council began to see sustainability through
the lens of food. The group did research on
state and federal policy that impacts how
food is grown, distributed and consumed.
The Food, Farms, and Jobs Act of2007
passed out of the House of Represent atives by a margin of 108-8. The bill needs
to pass out of the Senate before it can be
signed into law by the Governor.

MWRD Property
acres in size, could yield 10 to 20 tons

. of produce annually, or enough to proSupporters of the proposed Talking
vide one plate of food per year to about
Farm won a local victory on April 4, when
20 percent of Evanston's residents.
the Human Services Committee recommended that the City seek to lease land on
The five aldermen who comprise
the east bank of the North Shore Channel
the committee appeared to be more
just north ofHow~rd Street tr-om the Metimpressed with promises that the farm
ropolitan Water Reclamation District for
would also provide j6b training and eduuse as a farm site. The two vacant parcels
cational programs for young people.
involved are directly north and south of a
"We all need to learn how to live on
parking lot leased by the MWRD to the
the land," said Debbie Hillman, who also
Vineyard Christian Fellowship.
worked on the Talking Farm. "When the

Talking Farm President Carolyn Zezima
said group members have had discussions with MWRD officials who have said
the agency would be willing to lease the
property to a municipality. The plan could
require approval ofSkokie's Village Board,
and Ms. Zezima said the group has begun
preliminary talks with Skokie officials.
She said the group is focusing on having the City of Evanston lease the land
because most of its members are Eyanston residents and access to the property
would be through Evanston.
Ms. Zezima said the site, about two

name was proposed it was in the context of education. The Talking Farm has
something to say."
If the MWRD agrees to the lease, it
would likely cost the City $I per year,
said Ms. Zezima.
The aldermen made no other commitments, but the Talking Farm advocates
say they would like to form a partnership
. that would involve working with the
City's new office of sustainability. They
hope to have the City provide a variety
of in-kind services to the farm and make
grant funds available to the farm.

